ATL rCOOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61 .2) 


To: 

United States Patent and Tradennark 
Office 
, (Box PCT) 
urysiai riaza z 
Washington, DC 20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

08 March 1999 (08.03.99) 




International application No. 
PCT/NZ98/00094 


AoDlica fit's or a aunt's file refArenc^ 

14572/3X015 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
03 July 1998 (03.07.98) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
07 July 1997 (07.07.97) 


Applicant 

WARD, Simon, Robert et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X I in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

02 February 1 999 (02.02.99) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election [ X | 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Lazar Joseph Panakal 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



>ATENT COOPERATION TREAT ) 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

Wells Wilson Sims James Allen 
29 Clarence Street 
P.O. Box 759 
Hamilton 2001 
NEW ZEALAND 


NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 

THE INTERN Al lUiMAL ocAMOn ntrUn 1 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(POT Rule 44.1) 


Date of mailing ^ ^ 
(day/month/^ear) f 2^ .7^ 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

14572/3X015 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 

PCT/NZ 98/00094 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) q-j ^ j ggg 


Applicant 

SEALED AIR (NZ) LIMITED 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1 21 1 Geneva 20, Switzertand 
Fascimile No.: (41 -22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2. I — I The applicant is hereby notified that no International Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 
I — ' Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 



3, Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(8) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicants's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further acllon(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application wilt be published by the International Bureau. . 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority daim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90brs.1 and 906/S.3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 mortths from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the (Verity date, the applicant must perfomi the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 1 9 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected tiecause they are not bound by Chapter It. 



Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 
European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel, (+31 -70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Dagmar Barkemeyer 




NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 

These Notes are intended to give the basic instnjctions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19. The 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instmctions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes, "Article", "Rule", and "Section" refer to theprovisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
international application. It should however be emphasized that, since all parts of the international application (claims, 
description and drawings) may be amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before international pbulication. 
Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is available in some States only. 



What parts of the international application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the international application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applicable. Article 41. 

When? Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 1 6 months from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 
as having been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
applicable time limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to file the amendments? 

The amendments may only be fifed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been /is filed, see below. 

How? Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the claims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In ail cases where claims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made In the language In which the International application Is to be published. 



What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 19(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, If the language of the 
International application Is English, the letter must be in English; If the language of the international application 
is French, the letter must be in French. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it t>eing unders 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped),whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(it) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



The following examples illustrate the manner In which amendments must be explained in the 
accompanying letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51 ]: 
"Claims 1 to 29, 31 . 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 51 added." 

2. (Where originally there were 15 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1 ]: 
"Claims 1 to 15 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1 ." 

3. [Where originally there were 14 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims]: 

■Claims 1 to 6 and 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 1 5, 16 and 17 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added; alt other claims unchanged." 

4. (Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 1 1 to 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 14, 1 5 and 1 6 replaced by amended 
claim 1 4; claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added." 



"Statement under article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot l>e amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be In the language in which the international appplication is to be published. 
It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 19(1).* 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 



Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If, at the time of filing any amendments under Article 1 9. a demand for international preliminary examination 
has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendments with the 
Intemational Bureau, also file a copy of such amendments with the Intemational Preliminary Examining 
Authority (see Rule 62.2(a), first sentence). 



Consequence with regard to translation of the intemational application for entry Into the national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, where upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of. or 
in addition to, the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 
Guide. 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY, 

\ ) 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

14572/3X015 


POP PI IRTHPR see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
PUH rUH 1 ncn pct/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 l>elow. 

ACTION 


Intemationed application No. 

PCT/NZ 98/00094 


International filing dale (day/month/year) 
03/07/1998 


(Earliest) Priority Date (aay/monmyearf 

07/07/1997 


Applicant 

SEALED AIR (NZ) LIMITED 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



-Qi. 



sheets. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of _ 

[Y] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . [2 Certain claims were found unsearchable (see Box I). 

2, Q]] Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

3 n The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 

" — international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

I I filed with the intemational application. 

I ] furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

I I but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include 
— matter going beyond the disclosure in the intemational application as filed. 

I I Transcribed by this Authority 



4. With regard to the title, Q the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

[Yl the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MAKING BAGS OF DIFFERENT DIMENSIONS 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[y] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this International 
Search Report, submit comments to this Authority. 



6 The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No □ as suggested by the applicant. [Y] None of the figures. 

[ I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention . 



I International application No. 

INTERNATI lAL SEARCH REPORT S PCT/NZ 98/0QG94 

L_ 

Box I Observations where certain claims were found unseat hable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to sut^ject matter not required to b>e searched by this Authority, namely: 



Pn Claims Nos.: 13,14 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribted requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out. specifically: 



Rule 6.2(a) 



I I Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
* ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this Irrtemational Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest j | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ [ No protest accompanied the payment off additional search fees. 



ir IRNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



International Application No 

PCT/NZ 98/00094 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



DE 2036004 



27-01-1972 



NONE 



DE 9311290 U 23-09-1993 NONE 



IN"^NATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

informatton on patent family members 



internatfonai Application No 

PCT/NZ 98/00094 



Patent document 




Publication 


Patent family 


Pubtlcation 


cited in search report 




date 


member(s) 


date 


DE 2036004 


A 


27-01-1972 


NONE 




OE 9311290 


U 


23-09-1993 


NONE 





PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 



WILSON, Kathryn, S. 

WILSON, ALLEN, WELLS. SIMS, LEWIS 

& GRAVIT 

29 Clarence Street 

P.O. Box 759 

Hamilton 2001 

NOUVELLE-ZELANDE 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 



Date of mailing 
(dayArmnth/year) 



1 1.10.99 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
14572/3X015 


MPORTArrr notfication 


tntamatjonal application No. 
PCT/NZ98/00094 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
03/07/1998 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


Applicant 

SEALED AIR (NZ) LIMITED 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by perfomriing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the Intemational Bureau with Fomn PCT/IB/301). 



Where a translation of the intemational application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the Intemational preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and f umish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/ 
European Patent Office 



.??V n.«n9QA Ml inirh 



Authorized officer 
Loeper, S 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
14572/3X015 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


Intemationat application No. 
PCT/NZ98/00094 


International filing date (day/month/year) 


Priority date (tiay/month/year) 

oiiQim^i 


International Patent Ctassificatlon (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B65B59/00 


Applicant 

SEALED AIR (NZ) LIMITED 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

S This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 



3. This report contains Indications relating to the following Items: 
t ^ Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


Priority 


III 




Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 


IS 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 






citations and explanations suportlng such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the internationat application 


VMt 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
02/02/1999 


Date of completion of this report 


1 1 10. 99 




Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 
/aA D-80298 Munich 


Authorized officer 
.lorvoliinH M 







INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/NZ98/00094 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originaliy filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-12 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-13 with telefax of 24/09/1 999 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
S claims Nos. 12.13. 

because: 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/NZ98/00094 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specif^: 



IS the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements belo)A/} or said claims Nos. 12,13 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specif^: 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be fomied. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 1 -1 1 
Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No; 



Claims 
Claims 1 -1 1 



Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 1 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/NZ98/00094 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Part III: 

1 . It is not possible to determine the scope of protection sought by claims 12 and 13. 
- Art. 6(2)(a) PCT. 

Part V: 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: DE-A-20 36 004(DLW)27 January 1972 

D2: US-A-4 505 092 (HOBART CORP) 19 MAR, 1985 

D3: DE-U-93 11 290 (LEIBFREID) 23 September 1993 

2. The present application does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(3) PCT 
because the subject-matter of Claim 1 does not involve an inventive step (Rule 
65(1 )(2) PCT). 

2.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses an apparatus according to the preamble of claim 1 . 

Thus, the subject matter of claim 1 only differs from the disclosure of D1 in that, 
"the apparatus includes a sealing mechanism for creating a seal in the tubular flat 
film". 

It is. however, considered a matter of normal design procedure to provide such an 
apparatus with means for sealing the ends of such a package, see for example 
D3, Fig. 3, reference sign 56. The skilled person would regard its inclusion in the 
apparatus described in document D1 as a normal design possibility in order to 
solve the problem posed. 

Thus, Claim 1 does not involve an inventive step and does not satisfy the criterion 
set forth in Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.2 Dependent Claims 2 to 10 do not appear to contain any additional features which, 
in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, involve an in- 
ventive step for the following reasons: 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/NZ98/00094 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



The features of dependent clainns 2 to 10 are either known from the available prior 
art (see D1 for claim 3) or they are considered as being within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in advance. 

3. The subject matter of independent claim 1 1 also does not include an inventive 
step. - Article 33(3) PCT. 

3. 1 Document D2, which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. in particular column 19, and Fig. 1 and 10) a method for providing 
packaging for product of various sizes using apparatus having a first and second 
film source 320.322 having film of a defined width wherein the width of the film of 
the first film source 320 is different from the width of the film of the second film 
source 322, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) determining the size of the product to be packaged, 

b) using a means for selecting a film source to determine from which dispenser 
film is to be dispensed in accordance with the product size, 

c) using a means for selecting a film length to determine the length of the film to 
be dispensed in accordance with the product size. 

d) dispensing film of the required width and length. 

f) cutting the film to produce a bag of the desired length, and 

e) sealing the film. 

Thus, the subject matter of independent claim 1 1 only differs from the disclosure 
of D2 in that in D2 the method step f) is performed before the method step e). 

3.2 For the person skilled in the art. the question whether the cutting should be 
performed before, after or parallel to the sealing, appears to be merely a choice 
from equal possibilities from which the skilled person would select, in accordance 
with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill in order to solve the 
problem posed. In support of this, reference is made to D3. from which it is known 
to perform the sealing and cutting of the film simultaneously. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/NZ98/00094 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Thus, also independent claim 1 1 lacks an inventive step and does, therefore, not 
satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(3) PCT. 



CLAIMS 



1 . An apparatus for providing packaging for products of varying si zes 
incJuding 

a) a first and second film source each film source (A & B), each fjlm source 
having film of a defined width, wherein the width of the first film source 

(A) i& different fix)m the widdi of the film of the second film source(B); and 

b) the means (3) for selecting a film source based on the size of the product to 
be packaged, wherein 

the film of the first film source (A), and the film of the second film source 

(B) are each in the form of a mbular lay flat film (21). 

The apparatus characterised in that 

the apparatus includes a sealing mechanism (24) for creating a seal in the 
tubular lay tlat film (21), 

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 which includes a means for selecting a 
filmlengdi (3). 

3. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2 which includes a 
means (24) for cutting the tubular lay flat film (21). 

4. The apparatus as claimed in any one of claims I to 3 which includes means 
for inputting which enables a user of the apparatus to use the means for 
selecting tihe film source (3 and 4). 

5. The apparatus as claimed in any one of claim 2 to 4 which includes means 
for inputting which enables a u$er of the apparatus to use the means for 
selecting a film length (3). 
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The appai-atus as claimed in aoy one of claims 1 to 5 which includes a 
means for remotely sensing to detenninc product size* and a means to 
control the means (3 and 4) for selecting a film source. 

The appamtus as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 6 which includes a 
means for remotely sensing to determine product size, and a means to 
control the mean5 (3) for selecting a fDm length- 

The apparams as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 7 which includes a 
printer for printing onto the tubular lay flat film (21). 

The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 which includes a printer shuttle which 
enables the printer to move to the required film(2 1). 

The apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 9 wherein the film is 
heat-shrinkable. 

A method for providing packaging for product of various size^s using 
apparatus having a first and second film source ( A and B) having film of a 
dcfijied width, wherein the width of the film of the first film source (A) is 
different from the width of the film of the second film source (B), 
characterised by the steps of: 

a) dctennining the size of the product to be packaged, 

b) using a means (3 and 4) for selecting a film source to determine 
from which dispenser film (21) is to be dispensed in accordance with 
the product size, 

c) using a means for selecting a fihn (3) length to determine the length 
of the film to be dispensed in accordance with the product size, 

d) dispensing film of the requned width and length (3 and 4), 

e) sealing the film (24); and 

f) cutting the film (24) to produce a bag of the desired length. 

The apparatus substantially as herein described with reference to and as 
illustrated by the accompanying drawings. 
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A method of providing packaging substantially as herein described with 
reference to and as illustrated by the accompanying drawings. 
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